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August 15, 1977 


Mr. Eddie G. Wentzel 
R.D. #1 Gockley Road 
Stevens, PA 17578 


Dear Mr. Wentzel: 


Thank you for your nice letter. We at the Ralston Purina Company 
always appreciate hearing from our customers and we're pleased 
to hear that you enjoy eating Freakies. 


Enclosed is a set of boats, flags, and Flip 'n Flys. There is no 
charge. 


Thanks again for your letter. I have also enclosed a coupon good 
for a free box of Freakies cereal for your time in writing us. 


Sincerely, 


SS ct AO dim 


Robert A. Brown 
Assistant Product Manager 
Children's Cereal 


tam 
Enclosure 


My name is Kevin Meisner, a.k.a. Kevsby. Once upon a 
time, I used to eat LOTS of Freakies cereal. 


Lloved cereal premiums from about age 3 on. The first one 
I can remember is the Crater Critter with the big ears. I 
vaguely remember the funny fringes and very clearly 
remember the Daffy Dogs (guess I ate a lot of Kellogg’s). I 
also used to eat LOTS of Quisp, Quake and Cap’n 
Crunch. I couldn’t WAIT to get to the grocery store with 
my mom, who bought whatever cereal I wanted! These 
cereals were responsible for hooking me into the breakfast 
thing at an early age, I couldn’t WAIT to get home to take 
the prize. I also ate a TON of Monster Cereals, I actually 
liked the way they tasted (only Chocula is semi-palatable 
today). 


Let me say this up front: the FREAKIES were the ultimate 
cereal. My first memory of them is seeing the plastic 
figures on the playground in 4th or Sth grade. b 
wasted no time getting to the grocery store to 
get some for myself! Goody Goody was my 
first figure, followed by another Goody 
and another! I remember 
eventually pulling every single 
Freakie from the box, except 
Hamhose. I caught a 

glimpse of one once on the 
playground. It was owned by a 
kid named Perry Kelley, and Pi 
never forget seeing it for the first time! 
Thad to finally send away for the full set 
of seven before I got a Hamhose! 


My Freakies and I had many adventures together. I took 
them to camp, took them to the pool (they liked to swim), 
took them to school (I lost a Boss Moss in a mud puddle 
once at recess, J was so bummed, but later that week when 
the puddle dried up I found him - his hand was sticking up 
out of the mud!). I took them everywhere. 


I started a Freakies Club with my best friends Derek 
Bamonte, Bob Fink and Joe McGuire. We used to meet in 
Derek’s basement to play Freakies. I was Boss Moss... 


My brother Jonathan had some Freakies, too, but only the 
“triples.” 1 ordered him a set when I ordered my set, and I 
gave it to him, too. He was 4 years younger than me, and 
wasn’t really into it like I was. But he was always there, 
and so he was exposed. He must have thought I was a little 
strange... 


After the figures came the magnets, cars, boats and 
airplanes. We also had Fruity Freakies, with the iron-on 
patch offer. In my town (Hollidaysburg, PA) the Freakies 
only lasted for two or three years, and the prizes I 
mentioned above were the only ones offered. I remember 
being pretty disappointed about the airplanes, even though 
T love them today. 


Help, 
My Brother’s a 
Freakie! 
The True Stor 


I must have thrown away hundreds of cereal boxes. What 
a disaster. 


It was sad, but one day the cereal stopped coming. By the 
time I was 13 I was more interested in girls than Freakies. 
But I remember coming home from summer camp to find 
that my room had been cleaned out - ironically many of 
my toys had been sent by a cleaning lady to an Indian 
Reservation - including my large ziplock bag containing all 
my FREAKIES! 


From that day forward, I searched for the Freakies. 1 
found a Gargle figure in the basement behind some boxes 
when we moved from one house to another. I carried him 
around for about a year before I lost him by leaving him in 
a suit jacket pocket (the drycleaner stole him!). My friend 
Bob Fink (from the Freakies Club) gave me his beat-up set 
of magnets in 9th grade - | used to ask all my friends 
whether they had any Freakies left. None 
did... 


I wrote maybe a half dozen letters 
over the years to Ralston Purina 
and Hasbro. Ralston wrote 

me back saying that they 
didn’t have any Freakies left, but 
a few years later someone at Ralston 
(in response to another letter) sent 
me 5 bagged mini-magnets (which I had never 
seen before) and a full set of magnets in the 


, of Kevsby 


mailer. 


In my senior year of college, I was telling another friend of 
mine, Amy Hesser, about my search for the Freakies. She 
thought she had one at home in a box somewhere, and sure 
enough, I got my first Freakie figure in 8 years, you 
guessed it, a Goody Goody! 


The years rolled by. In 1987-1988 (I was in law school by 
now) Freakies returned. I bought them and ate them (yuk), 
joined the fan club and wrote a letter to Ralston Purina 
urging them to return to the original format. I received no 
response, or perhaps an unsatisfactory one. 


Then, in the Spring of 1994, I found an issue of Toy Shop 
Magazine! To make a long story short, within a day or two 
I was in contact with Duane Dimock, and before long I had 
over 50 Freakies figures, plus magnets, cars, boats, 
patches, even a box or two. I also found and met Jackie 
End, the creator of the Freakies, and have become friends 
with her! She was only in her early 20’s when she thought 
up the Freakies (that’s another story to be told in the 
future). In fact, the details of the last 5 years will have to 
be recounted in a future issue. Let me say, however, that it 
has been a thrill to reconnect with the Freakies and so 
many collectors (I thought I was the only one)! 


FREAKIES FOREVER! -Keyin 
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Wonderful lightweight 
plastic Freakmobiles 
powered by air! Each 
Freakmobile is the 
color of the Freakie 
driving it! Order 
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Buy sell & Trade Freakies! 


IFREAKIES WANTED! John Balen, 3461 Oak Glen 
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068-1313 
/BUY/SELL/TRADE FREAKIES! Boss Moss's Comer, 
Paul Dombrowski, 1204 Knottingham CT, Schaumburg, 
IL 60193. 847-985-1083 

FREAKIES CEREAL BOXES Wanted: Looking for 
boxes offering airplanes, boats, comics, poster and 
flipnflys. Also looking for nabisco spoonmen figures 
David Dowd 773/244-2942 email spoonley 
|@enteract.com 


PLEASE HELP ME FIND these items: 24” x 32” 
Sendaway poster, Gargle bike flag, Cowmumble mini 
magnet, any fun dots and flip-n-flys, all embroidered 
patches but Ham, Cow & Gargle, and various cereal 
boxes. Top dollar paid! Call Tim at 520-722-3472 
anytime! 

WANTED! FREAKIES: COMPLETE SET OF 
‘freakie figures’. Also looking for a Freakies cereal box. 
Please call Chris at (212) 924-3337, or e-mail me at 
clajid@aol.com. Thanks! 


FREAKIES WANTED: Fun dots, Hamhose Good 
Friends medal, cereal boxes. Have a few extra figures to 
trade. Kevin Meisner, 860-464-5142 or 
Meisner65@aol.com. 

FREAKIES WANTED: Iron-on patches, cloth patches, 
[Hamhose magnet, boats, other rare Freakies. Bud 
(Deegan, 4404 N. Montana, Portland, OR 97217. 503- 
288-9215. 

FREAKIES STUFF WANTED: Freakie Hamhose 
plastic figure, Hamhose and Cowmumble Freakie 
Magnets. Call/email Stewart at 510-769-8849 - sstanyard 
(@microprose.com. Thanks. 


Cover: alternative version of the Freakies 
boats box, mid 1970s, from the collection of 
Ed Wentzel who saved it from when he was a 
kid! The back of the box is on the back cover. 
Enjoy! 


Page 2: draft version of the Vote for your 
Favorite Freakie Contest, from the archives 
of the one and only Jackie End! 


Page 3: Letter from Ralston Purina to young 
Eddie Wentzel. Some guys have all the luck! 


Page 4: Help, My Brother’s a Freakie, by 
Kevsby. The first of many collector stories! 


Page 5: The two different Freakies magnet 
giveaway boxes. Enjoy! 


Page 6-8: Volume 4 of the Freakies Comics 


GOOD SOURCES FOR BUYING FREAKIES: 
TICK TOCK TOYS, Dan Goodsell, P.O. Box 342, 
Culver City, CA 90232. 310-815-0465. 
grickily@aol.com. Also see my collectibles web site: 
ticktock.simplenet.com 

ROLAND COOVER, JR., 1537 E. Strasburg Rd., West 
Chester, PA 19380. 610-692-3112 

QUAKE COLLECTIBLES, Dave Gutterman, 7359 N. 
Southport, Chicago, IL 60613. 773-404-0607. Check out 
our eBAY auctions - quake@enteract.com 

DUANE DIMOCK, 3089-C Clairemont Drive #202, San 
Diego, CA 92117. 619-276-5253. 


and pictures of the cereal box they came in 
from the collection of Tim Krajewski. The 
other three will appear in future issues. 
Thanks Tim! 


Page 9: Freakies premium focus - Freakies 
Cars! You gotta love these! 


Page 10: You’re on page 10! This is where 
you buy, sell and trade Freakies and find out 
the identity and source of the stuff in the 
fanzine! Pretty cool, huh? 


Page 11: Yessiree Bob its the sleeve for the 
Freakies Video, starring Jackie End and 
Kevin Meisner, containing an in depth 
interview of Jackie and 9 full color Freakies 
TV commercials. $22 post paid from Duane 
Dimock, 619-276-5253. Enjoy! 
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"What's: te as néat as a treat of Freakies Cereal? 
A fleet of Freakies... 


Freakies speedboats, that is. . , zipping along on a lake or a pond, a bathtub, or avery large cereal bowl. 
What amazing little vessels they are! Powered by your wind, they race across the water on even a 
still day. Each one comes with its own Freakie skipper (who just'sort of lies there’and enjoys the ride) 
and its own power source. You have to fill the “sails,” of course. . .and the better you blow, the 
better they go. 

When you've gotten together a fleet of 'em (there are seven different ones, and there's one in every 
Freakies cereal box) you and your Freakie friends can hold your own regatta almost anywhere 
there's water. 

Whether this box holds your first, your seventh, or your fifty-seventh boat, open it up, haul out the 
craft, report to the skipper... .and let ‘er blow! 


INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Stretch the balloon. air chamber and pinch off air at balloon neck. 
2 Maly eallsen aii GHEE 4. Holding balloon neck, set boat gently 
3. Blow up balloon through hole at bottom of into water and release. 


For best results, keep balloon dry. 
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NUTRITION INFORMATION 


PER SERVING 
SERVING SIZE 102. (1% CUP) 
SERVINGS PER 
CONTAINER 8 
1 OZ. CEREAL 
PLUS 1/2 CUP 
VITAMIN D 


102. FORTIFIED 
CEREAL WHOLE MILK 


pemethe a 200 
PROTEIN 1 GM, 5 GMS. 
eee ey Gis: 30 GMS. 
6 GMS. 


SODIUM 130 ite 190 MG, 
(450 MG./ (125 te 
100.) 100 G. 
PERCENTAGE OF U, S. FECAMNENDED 
DAILY ALLOWANCES (U. S. RDA) 


} PROTEIN 2 10 


VITAMIN A 5 25 
VITAMIN C 5 ry 
THIAMINE 

(VITAMIN B,) 25 5 
RIBOFLAVIN 

(VITAMIN Bs) 25 35 
NIACIN 2% 5 
CALCIUM * 10 
IRON 25 5 
VITAMIN D Pry 35 

| VITAMIN B, 25 25 
VITAMIN By 25 30 


“CONTAINS LESS THAN 2 PERCENT OF 
THE U.S. RDA OF THIS NUTRIENT. 
INGREDIENTS: SUGAR, YELLOW CORN 
FLOUR, OAT FLOUR, WHEAT FLOUR, 
SALT, COCONUT OIL, ARTIFICIAL FLA: 
VOR, ‘SODIUM ASCORBATE (VITAMIN 
C), ARTIFICIAL COLOR, NATURAL FLA- 
VOR, REDUCED IRON, NIACINAMIDE, 
VITAMIN A PALMITATE, BHT ( A PRE: 
SERVATIVE), PYRIDOXINE HYDRO- 
CHLORIDE (VITAMIN B,), RIBOFLAVIN 
(VITAMIN 'B.), THIAMINE MONONI- 
TRATE (VITAMIN B,) VITAMIN D, AND 
VITAMIN Bho 


MB) Ralston Purina 
7 Company 


® 
GENERAL OFFICES 
CHECKERBOARD SQUARE 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63188 
ON ANY CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING 
THIS PRODUCT, PLEASE INCLUDE THE PRO- 
DUCTION NUMBER PRINTED ON THE TOP OF 
THIS CARTON. ~ 


